Brief Guide on the Creation of Application Videos

It is thought for the creation of videos with explanations making use of subtitles.

Required Software
IrfanView
Basic treatment of images, allowing also the batch processing: for example, so as to resize a collection of images contained in a directory.

www.irfanview.com/
CamStudio: 
Video capture of applications. It lets you select a fixed screen region or the full screen.

http://camstudio.es/
VirtualDub: 
For video processing actions: cutting, resizing, compressing…


www.virtualdub.org/
SubtitleWorkshop: 
Creation of video subtitles

http://www.urusoft.net/products.php?cat=sw
Subtitler: 
Plugin for VirtualDub that allows to include subtitles directly in the videos, just taking the file .vdf file and locating it in the Virtual Dub plugins folder.

http://www.mundo-descargas.com/descargas/subtitler-2-4/
MovieMaker: 
For the creation and edition of videos beginning with other videos and/or images.


This program is installed, provided and distributed within the Windows software package.

WMV2AVI: 
Program that allows the bidirectional conversion of video files between Windows and AVI formats.

http://www.softpedia.com/progDownload/Free-WMV-to-AVI-MPEG-Converter-Download-112449.html
XvidMPEG4Codec: 
Codec for video compression. Auto install.

http://koepis-xvid-mpeg4-codec.softonic.com/
Steps to create a subtitled video from screenshots and application videos

1. Static catches
[Optional] Use IrfanView so as to settle them in the final size of the video.
2. Preparation of the videos

· Record the video using CamStudio.

· Open the video by means of VirtualDub.

· Remove time out or any undesirable fragment of the video. This can be done by navigating frame by frame and selecting directly the unwanted intervals.

· Select video/filters/resize and set up the required size.
· Select “video/compression” and next “xvid-mpeg4”. The default configuration is already adequate.

· “File/save” as AVI format.
3. Movie Maker layout
· Images and videos are added directly to the output video flow. It is possible to add a variety of transitions among them, as well as the superimposition of subtitles, effects, sound files, etc.

· Once the mounting has been done, select “File/Save movie file” and then choose the configuration options so as to achieve the desired quality. Movie Maker only allows you the exportation in WMV format.

· There exists the DV/AVI option that, in theory, results in an uncompressed video in AVI format. However, the final quality is rather low and the outcome is quite “heavy” (about 200 MB / minute).

· It uses to work fine when using the default (automatic) quality option.

4. Recording of the subtitles
· Load the video in SubtitleWorkshop and select “File/New subtitle”.

· The subtitles are added by selecting the starting point and the duration for each.

· It is possible to generate the subtitles in two languages, by choosing “Edit/translation/translation mode”.

· Select “Settings/output settings/substation alpha (ssa)” and configure: font source desired, colour, position on the image, etc.

· “File/Save as”, and then choose output format ssa. You can save separately each of the generated languages.

5. Conversion to AVI format
VirtualDub does not support the WMV format. You can use WMV2AVI so as to convert the video to the AVI format, by using the same CODEC as in step 2

6. Add subtitles to video
· Open the video using VirtualDub. 

· Select “video/filters/subtitler”, as well as the desired file.

· Select “video/compression”.
· Record de output file.

Final Remarks
Using this procedure, the subtitles are integrated into the video. If you wanted to manage them separately so as to take advantage of a single video for various languages, you would only have to carry out the steps from 1 to 4 or 5, depending on the video format. It should be selected a common subtitle format (such as, for instance SRT) so as to save them.

On the other hand, it is not necessary to adjust either the pictures or videos to the final size, since MovieMaker makes it automatically. However, since the outcome dimensions afforded by Movie Maker are not configurable, it is possible that the amendment is necessary before or after the composition of the film.
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